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President’s Letter 
Well, we are at the end of the year, and it has been a very interesting one for sure. We have 

moved forward this year, and a lot of people need to be recognized for their great contribution to 
the society. 

We have had a number of persons who have gone above and beyond in their endeavors. 
John Emmot, Greg Roberts, Eian Greene, Doug Cohn, Steve Wadle, Bruce Yelen,  Cheryl Ad-

amson and her great daughter Kristin, Elizabeth Maline and Mike her husband, Jan Moore, 
George Hollowell, Linda and Leonard Walmsley. Larry Troesh and the great kids from school in 
Calhan. All contributed significantly to advancing our projects forward. 

We had a good year in restoring the wooden caboose as George Hollowell rebuilt the missing 
stair. John and Greg finally hung the replacement door on the caboose. John also has started 
working on replacing the window frames and glass in the caboose. 

Eian has wired part of the depot,  hung the outside lights, and helped in so many other ways. Bruce has filmed and ed-
ited our PSA which we will air after Christmas. Cheryl has been a huge help in putting the commercial together, as has her 
daughter. 

We have benefited from donations provided by so many great individuals and groups. The Rock Island caboose 17085 
from Tom Mars, the Rock Island speeder funding from great friends of ours. Donations and grants from: Denver Garden 
Railway Society, NRHS, Calhan School District, and many individuals who donated lesser amounts at the train show/meets. 
We deeply appreciate all donations. 

Finally I wish to thank Jamie Foster for his great service to the society. Jamie has helped us in putting together the web 
site, and laying out the newsletter for the last few years. He is retiring from all the different groups and societies, except 
ours! Thank you Jamie for the great job. 

Let's pray 2022 is a great and prosperous year. 
Merry Christmas, Happy Chanukah, and have a prosperous and Happy New Year. 

Jim 

Season’s Greetings! 
“The iron horse has undergone many 
changes since the Rock Island cele-
brated its first Christmas 105 years 
ago. But there’s one thing we will 
never change—the sincere desire 
that you enjoy a memorable Holiday 
Season followed by a year of rich ful-
fillment.” 
 
Just like the Christmas sentiments 
from the Rock Island Railroad sixty 
three years ago, the Rocky Mountain 
Railroad Heritage Society would like 
to wish you the same. Warmest 
thoughts and best wishes for a joyful 
Christmas Season! 
 
RMRHS Christmas cards (pictured) are 10 
for $10 plus S&H. Call 303-961-5929. 
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 Nevada Northern #201 
By Wayne Kemp 

  I made an unplanned sojourn to Nevada back in mid-November ... 

finally got enough pieces of the puzzle to attempt a rendezvous with 

the Nevada Northern #201 (a RSD-4 Alco Locomotive), one of the origi-

nal diesel engines ordered by Kennecott Copper Nevada Mines Division 

(Ely-McGill, NV).  Built in 1951, it was one of only 38 RSD-4 locomotives 

built by Alco.  It was the transition locomotive from steam power to 

diesel operations for Kennecott Copper and the Nevada Northern Ry.  It 

is the last survivor.   

   The Nevada Northern Ry re-acquired the #201 from the Northwest 

Railway Museum in Snoqualmie, WA.  It was to be transported by truck 

over I-84 and US 93 from Northern Washington to Ely, NV.  It started 

the move during the second week of November. I caught up to the 

transport rig just north of Jackpot, NV where it was parked for the 

weekend.  Was able to get some decent images of the transport rig and 

locomotive at sunset on both 11/13 and 11/14.   

   I intercepted the rig on US 93 headed south into Nevada on Monday 

morning, 11/15, and then followed #201 to Ely, NV.  My best shots 

were captured as the rig headed southbound downhill after crossing 

HD Summit about 25 miles north of Wells, NV.  The rig could only travel 

at 35 mph max and it had a full NHP escort.  Overall the transport rig 

was well over 200ft long and 17ft wide.  It probably approaches 

500,000 pounds in total weight including the 200,000 pound locomo-

tive.  They made it to Ely and the Nevada Northern facilities about 3pm 

that afternoon. 

   The #201 was unloaded and reassembled Tuesday morning, 11/16.  It 

took two large cranes to place the locomotive back on its trucks and 

onto one of the Nevada Northern's yard rails.  Must say I did not really 

know what to expect, but it was a really fun experience and worth the 

time and effort. 

    The Nevada Northern Railway is a class act that ranks right up there 

with the Cumbres & Toltec Scenic RR.  Both allow essentially hassle free 

access to their yards, shops, equipment, and ROWs and let us now 21st 

Century humans interact with 19th and early 20th Century technology, 

perhaps at its finest human powered peak ... before computers and 

modern technology took over (for better or worse) after the 1960's and 

70's ... If you get the chance, be sure to explore the Nevada Northern's 

website:  https://www.nnry.com/ ... it is well worth the trip! 

Lift #201 from transport rig 

Transitioning between the cranes  

Transitioning between the cranes  
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Buena Vista Depot 

Photos by Victor Kuklin  

Aligning the #201 and positioning the rear trucks  

Finally back on home rails at Ely  

Transport rig parked near Jack Pot, NV  

Transport rig headed southbound near HD Summit, Elko County, 

NV  

This Depot and Caboose are the heart of Buena Vista 
Heritage and are located in McPhelemy Park just west of the 
depot’s original location along Highway 24. It was originally 
to be a Denver, South Park, and Pacific Railroad depot but 
by the time it was built around 1890 it was under the owner-
ship of the Denver, Leadville, and Gunnison Railroad. 

The DL&G closed in 1920 and seven years later the de-
pot building was sold to Woodland Brook Cabins to be used 
as an office and a residence. After a 2002 fire, what re-
mained of the depot was donated to the Buena Vista Herit-
age who spearheaded its restoration and placement in the 
park. The 1883 CB&Q Railroad caboose was added in 2005. 

From their website: “Buena Vista Heritage is a 501(c)(3) 
Nonprofit organization that exists to preserve and share the 
history of Buena Vista and Chaffee County for the education 
and enjoyment of the public.  Our goal is to preserve, pro-
tect and restore any historical site, building, and artifact per-
taining to the Town of Buena Vista, Chaffee County, as well 
as areas in central and/or western Colorado.  We want to 
recreate and share the special stories unique to our area. “ 

BuenaVistaHeritage.org 
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The Cherrelyn Gravity and 
Bronco Railroad 
By Doug Cohen 
Photos used with permission from the Englewood Public Library 
 
  The Cherrelyn horse car in Englewood is the best-known 
horse drawn mass transit vehicle in the United States and per-
haps the world. This car is unique because the horse rode down 
the hill after pulling it up the one-mile long track along Broad-
way from Hampden Avenue to the town of Cherrelyn at Quincy 
Ave. The trip up hill took about 15 minutes. The downhill ride 
took about 5 minutes unless a strong north wind required the 
passengers to get out and push the car to the bottom of the hill. 
The horse car was in service from 1892 to 1910. 
   During the 1890s, a Denver banker named Kountze and the 
Broadway Investment Company saw an opportunity to convert 
farmland into homes way out in the country. Transportation to 
the site was essential since the Denver Tramway Company 
 street cars stopped at Hampden. The promoters talked 
with some imaginative people who came up with a solution to 
this problem. M.C. Bogue and his wife Harrietta decided to run a 
horse trolley. The got three horse cars from Denver Tramway 
that had just converted to electric streetcars. (Denver’s first light 
rail system).  
     Bogue built a ramp at the uphill end for the horse to climb 
onto the rear platform of the car. There was a ramp at the 
bottom for the horse to dismount for the trip back up. 
 A number of horses pulled the car. The most famous was Old 
Dick. He was the last horse to haul the car and died just a few 
weeks after the line was discontinued in 1910. Some say he died 
of a broken heart. 
   There were several drivers including Bogue, Robert Haddow, 
John Matthews, Stan Lassla, James O’Brian and a man named 
Voth.  Mr. Voth’s grandson owned the Sir Speedy Printing store 
on South Broadway in Englewood. O’Brian took over daily opera-
tions in 1902 and bought the line from Mr. Bogue in 1908. The 
line continued service for two more years until its franchise ex-
pired and Arapahoe County refused to renew it.  In November 
1910, the line ceased operations.   
   During it’s hey day, the Cherrelyn horse car was a major tourist 
attraction. Most of the riders wanted their pictures taken with 
the horse and car.  
  In 1911, the horse car was sold to Mr. Liebhardt. His children 
used it as a playhouse for many years. Then in 1950, Liebhardts’s 
heirs offered the car to the Englewood Rotary Club. The Rotari-
ans invested $500 to refurbish it and then gave it to the City of 
Englewood. In July 1964, Walter Cobb had a life-size horse made 
to complete the exhibit. In the 1980s the Save the horse car 
group formed and completely restored it.  The original horse car 
with the horse now proudly stands outside the library at the 
Englewood Civic Center. 

Your Rocky Mountain Railroad Heritage Society was 
recently awarded a $2,000 grant from the Denver Gar-
den Railway Society for Calhan Depot efforts. 
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Photos by a Facebook 
Friend from Missouri 
Sent via our Facebook page... 

Improvements to the 
Rolling Stock at Calhan 
The windows have been sealed. A new coupler has been 
installed. And a logo has been put on the caboose. 
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Membership Application 
Name ______________________________ 

Birth Month______________ 

Organization (Associates Only) 
_____________________________________ 

Address ______________________________ 

City _________________________________ 

State ________ Zip_________________ 

Phone _______________________________ 

Email ________________________________ 

The Rocky Mountain 
Railroad Heritage Society 
Continues Preserving 
Calhan's Rock Island 
Railroad Depot  
By Chancey Bush / The Gazette 
November 16, 2021 
Excerpts reprinted by permission 

Interests: please attached separately 

Interested in serving on a committee: Y / N 

New / Renewal (circle one) 

__ Individual $25/yr   __ Associate $45/yr 

__ Family $45/yr         __ Lifetime $500 

__ Youth $10/yr. 

Mail check or money order to address on last page. Call 
303.269.9768 for credit cards. 

Steve Wadle works on painting the rails of a Rock Island boxcar, 

that was converted into a Class 1 caboose in the early 1940’s, at 

the historic Calhan Rock Island Railroad Depot in Calhan Colo., 

on Tuesday, Nov. 16, 2021. The Rocky Mountain Railroad Herit-

age Society is a non-profit with a mission of preserving Colora-

do railroad history by saving endangered historic train depots 

and equipment. In August, the Denver Rock Island Railroad do-

nated a 1967 Rock Island steel caboose to RMRHS to restore 

and preserve. RMRHS is working on the renovations through 

donations and grants.  

Jim Jordan, Rocky Mountain Railroad Heritage Society president, at 

the historic Calhan Rock Island Railroad Depot in Calhan Colo., on 

Tuesday, Nov. 16, 2021. 
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Greg Roberts is working to restore old train cars at the historic 

Calhan Rock Island Railroad Depot in Calhan Colorado. 

A 1905 Colorado and Southern first class coach at the historic 

Calhan Rock Island Railroad Depot in Calhan Colorado. 

2022 Calendars! 

Available through the Society. 
$20 each plus S&H. Call 303-961-5929. 
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Railroad Images 
of Colorado 
 
By Samuel E. Howard 

TrainRoomPhotography.com 

The Caboose Gallery 
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“My choices to photograph have spectacular en-

virons and compliment the power of the trains. 

A thundering steam engine is a joy to photo-

graph and the viewer is transformed to a time 

long gone.” 
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Senior Symposium 

On September 22nd, our society in concert with the 
City of Englewood's Parks and Recreation presented a 
Symposium on Senior Safety. The Symposium was held 
at the Malley Recreational Center in Englewood. What, 
you may ask, does our society have to do with seniors 
and safety? 

Well our Mission Statement says we will interface 
with programs that promote cooperation between our-
selves and towns and cities we have an interest in. We 
are headquartered in Englewood and because of that 
factor may be eligible for funding or grants from the 
city. 

The symposium was a success and we had a num-
ber of members involved in the presentation and gen-
eral help. 

Our own Greg Roberts received positive reviews on 
"Senior Defense" and was one of the audience’s popu-
lar speakers. Cheryl Adamson, who is the lady in our 
recruiting poster and in charge of Senior Events for the 
city, was very pleased with the presentation. 

We were asked to consider doing it again next year. 

RMRHS Displayed at 
TECO Show 

  Our Rocky Mountain Railroad Heritage Society 
had a table at the November 13-14 TECO Model Train 
Show held at the Chapel Hills Mall in Colorado Springs, 
CO.  The scavenger hunt (pictured below) was a big hit 
with the kids.  More photos on the website: 
RMRHS.org/211114-TECO-show.html . 

Couplers Donated 

  Larry Santucci of "Rail Contractors of Colorado" put us 
in touch with Everett  Evan over at "Progress Rail" in Pueblo 
who has donated two complete E-type couplers to our society. 
These couplers weigh 956 lbs. This is a really great donation as 
they are worth over $2,000. Now, how to install them... 

Annual Member Meeting 
and Awards Luncheon 

  The 2021 Annual Member meeting and Board Meeting 
will be held the 15th of January, 2022. It will be held at Siena 
Restaurant in Castle Rock at 12pm for lunch (not hosted) and a 
1pm meeting. The agenda will be sent out after the 1st of the 
year. We will select the Members of the Year and vote on a va-
cant Board position. Remember that all members are allowed to 
vote and comment at this meeting. RSVP to Jim Jordan. 

Caboose Lighting in Calhan 

  On Saturday, December 4th, a small crew of Rocky 
Mountain Railroad Heritage Society members worked on vari-
ous projects at the Calhan Depot, including preparations to turn 
on the Christmas Caboose Lights and serve hot chocolate and 
cookies to whomever came. See the website for more photos 
from the day’s activities. Thanks to Wayne Kemp for the photos. 
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Please support these local businesses! 
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Rocky Mountain Railroad Heritage Society 
PO Box 969, Englewood, Colorado, 80151-0969 

303-269-9768, rockymountainrailroad@yahoo.com 

RMRHS.org | “Like Us” on Facebook 

Samuel E. Howard 
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Railroad Images of 
Colorado Photo-
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(303) 870-4849 


